Hudson/Park Neighborhood Association

Minutes of March 16, 2011 Meeting 7PM

Held at: Israel AME Church – 381 Hamilton Street, Albany, New York

Officers
President: Ellen Picotte
Vice President: Elizabeth Griffin 
Treasurer: Richard Brash

Secretary: Sherron Winkler

Members Present: Ellen Picotte, Richard Brash, Sherron Winkler, Michael Guidice, PK Miller, Maria Markovics, Blair Maddy, Andrea Lazarski, Stephanie Richardson, Brad Glass, JoAnne Dolan, August Montgomery, Mac Mowbray, Danny Nerenberg, Kathy Bilos, Steve Goodman, Camille Laparra, Tom Allison, Doug Ponisi, Claude Gruener, Steve Silverman, Linda Ruff, Terri Silverman, Chris Hodson, Laura Castelli, Rich Berkley, Todd Nelson, B JoAnn Stevelos, Matt Badalucco, Nancy Wawrla, Richard Conti, Chris Higgins, Gail Bossalini, Rich Nagengast, Tracy Condon – APD,  Matt Montesano – APD, 

There was a moment of silence was observed for the earthquake/tsunami victims in Japan and for Karen Chavis.

Secretary’s Report – Ellen Picotte distributed the minutes from the February 16, 2011 meeting.  Motion to accept by Jo Anne Dolan, seconded by Claude Gruener, all in favor, accepted
Introductions:

Ellen Picotte announced the special guests for the meeting – Mike Guidice from the Albany Chickens Coalition and Chris Hodson from the Stueben Club.  
Guest Speaker, Mike Guidice, Albany Chickens Coaltion

· Gave an overview of the proposed  law in the City of Albany to allow for the keeping of chickens by residents.  The proposed law is currently in the law committee of the common council.  Highlights of the proposed law include the following provisions (all subject to change as it goes through committees):
· Roosters are not allowed, hens only.

· A limit of 5-6 birds.

· Yearly permitting will be required.

· Neighbors within 50 feet will need to approve the keeping of chickens.
A general discussion followed. 

Guest Speaker, Chris Hodson, Stueben Club
· The Steuben Club has reopened as a full service fitness facility.

· Until April 1, 2011 they are running a charter membership program, membership will be $55.00 a month.

· As a member you are given 20% discount on food and beverage purchases at the Pearl Street Pub.

Announcements:

· Historic Albany Foundation’s Moveable Feast will be on Saturday April 2, 2011.

· Champagne on the Park held by the Lark Street BID will be Thursday, May 5, 2011.

· Neighborhood Clean – Up Day will be Saturday, April 16, 2011.  Mac Mowbray spoke about the event and sent around a sign up sheet to volunteer.

Albany Police Department Report:

Matt Montesano:

· There were various robberies and burglaries in the vicinity of the neighborhood.

· There was a brief discussion about the Chavis incident.  Due to the sensitive nature, not much information can be given out.  It was requested that everyone keep an eye on their house on Garden Alley since it was televised and photographed.  We will be sending flowers to Karen Chavis.

· Announcements were made about the Albany Police car seat program, safe corridor and the April 5th National Night out meeting.

· APD’s new appearance ticket policy was started March 16, 2011.

· There was a discussion about the increased incidences of graffiti especially on properties on South Swan and Dove.  The graffiti must be photographed by the APD before removal in order to charge the offenders.

· April will be the last neighborhood meeting Matt will be attending per the APD’s neighborhood beat patrol program – the officers patrolling our neighborhood will be attending instead.

Code Issues:
383 Madison near Dove will be called in for trash violations.

City of Albany Common Council Report – Honorable Richard Conti:

· The next Lark Street BID Safety Meeting will be April 29, 2011.

· The trial basis for extending the closing time on Friday and Saturday to midnight for sidewalk cafes (still 11:00pm for backyard areas) will be ending soon.  If no objections it will be extended.

· Permit parking in the city of Albany is slightly behind schedule.  A draft of the proposed legislation was passed out and will be posted on the list serve for comments.

Albany County Legislative Report – Honorable Chris Higgins:
· Due to the impending closure of the Senior Services Center and the Boys and Girls Club there are discussions happening regarding a change of polling locations. 

· The county sales tax was extended at the last meeting on March 14, 2011.

· Discussion of various issues including, the litigation surrounding the court facilities renovation, potential new law on posting restaurant inspection results, the county changed the health plan for retirees to save money and the census numbers should be in next week ..

BZA/HRC Reports:
· A support letter was written on behalf of HPNA in support of the Re-Center Pilates Studio, 254 Hudson Ave.  Still pending.
Treasurers’ Report – Rich Brash: 

· Winter brunch overview – raised $500.00, $250.00 was laid out in expenses, $250.00 profit. 
Old Business:
· House and Garden Tour 2011 – Elizabeth Griffin

· Date for event will be June 16, 2011

Meeting Adjourned 
Respectfully Submitted,

Sherron Winkler, Secretary 
