Hudson Park Neighborhood Association

December 19, 2007

Israel A.M.E.

I. Introductions

A. Leslie Javarone, Scott Jarzombek, Ron & Rebecca Marsinski, Barbara Shema, Mac Mowbry, Chris Higgins, Rich Berkely, Matt Montsesano, Bill Jones, John Carson, JoAnne Dolan, Peter Lacovara, Brian Hull, Richard Conti, Marina Marcou-O’Malley, Ruth Scipione, Brian Levine, Ron Bruschi, Marie Bruschi, Joseph Burke, Melissa Mansfield, 

B. Roger Bearden, Ellen Picotte, Bryan Marcou-O’Malley, Richard Brash

II. 339 Madison

A. The property was marketed and sold as a 3 unit

B. There was an incident where the back deck fell down and the city noted it was only zoned as a 2 unit

C. An immediate cease and desist was ordered

D. This would involve hundreds of properties around the city

E. There is no way to know if your building is legal or not, it is the responsibility of the owner to prove grandfathered into the zoning law from 1967.

F. There was a lot of sentiment in support of owners, some note of concern about implications on both sides of the discussion

III. Albany Police Department

A. The APD has issued the Albany Holiday Safety Guide

B. One note is that strangers will enter your house and say they have a gift then rob you

C. Use the start of the year to take inventory of what is in your house for insurance and in case of robbery

IV. Common Council Report

A. Lark St. BID has created a public safety committee

B. Snow emergency

1. Richard Conti believed there was not enough notice before the last snow emergency

2. should have been issued on Sunday so the news and newspapers could have reported it

3. there was also concern because the recording was initially incorrect

C. New Ordinances

1. One would prohibit the BZA from considering applications where the buildings owner also owns improperly maintained or secured buildings elsewhere in the City, Richard sponsored this

2. Increase the vacant building registry fees and increase them based on a graduated rate for length of time the building is vacant.
V. Adjourned for H/PNA Holiday party at Tess’ Lark Tavern

